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Dates for your Diary   

Mon 7 Jan -  Staff INSET day  

Tue 8 Jan -  Children back at school  

Fri 11 Jan ñReception to Sealife Centre  

Mon 21 Jan - 2M Family workshop  

Tue 22 Jan -  2W Family workshop  

Wed 23 Jan -  2F Family workshop  

Thur 24 Jan -  1S Family workshop  

Fri 25 Jan -  1P Family workshop  

Mon 28 Jan -  RR Family workshop  

Tue 29 Jan -  RM Family workshop  

Fri 15 Feb ñBreak up for half - term  

Tue 26 Feb -  Back to school  

Fri 12 April -  Break up for Easter  

Mon 29 April -  Back to school  

Mon 6 May -  School closed  

Happy Christmas!  

Tuesday was a very busy, Christmassy 

day and one that everyone enjoyed.  We 

had a very special visitor after lunch ñ 

Father Christmas himself made time in 

what must be his busiest week of the 

year to come and see us and give out 

presents to all the children!  It was a 

highlight in a day which was full of lovely 

thingsña delicious Christmas lunch and 

parties in the afternoon.  Christmas is 

definitely here now!  

Christmas lunch  

Huge thanks to the lovely PTA, who not only 

brought some wonderful surprises into school on   

Tuesday morning (see over the page!) but stayed 

on to help organise the hall for the school   

Christmas lunch.  In previous years, the whole 

school has sat down at the same time, which is a 

tight squeeze and difficult to ensure all the   

children get their food in a timely manner. This 

year we had three year -group sittings, allowing 

for everyone to enjoy the fantastic food Mrs  

Cullen and her team prepared. It was truly       

deliciousñthank you Mrs Cullen and team!  

http://www.thomasrussellinfants.co.uk


PTA News  

 A big THANK-YOU for all your help setting up the Christmas Fayre- wrapping, storing things, stall  

donations, raffle ticket      contributions, running stalls, and attending it . We hope the children had 

fun and that you all bagged some bargains!  

A massive thank -you to Kate and Gemma for staying on and helping this 

term. We really  appreciate all the hard work and team spirit they put in over their time on 

PTA team. 

We wish everyone a restful break and a Merry Christmas.   

Christmas comes  

early!  

The PTA had an early 

morning surprise for 

each class on Tuesday 

as they presented them 

with amazing gifts (all 

secretly planned by the 

staff).  The children 

were so excited to    

unwrap items which will 

make their classrooms even more special.  Goodies on the list included reading corner sofas and 

bean bags, books, headphones, puzzles and design technology equipment.  A huge thank you from all 

the staff and children to the PTA for this great treat. More photoõs on the back page! 

Crossing Patrols update  

Sadly, we continue to be without a lollipop patrol 

on the zebra crossing outside school.  Having had 

no regular cover here for many months, there 

are now absence problems with the patrols near 

the junior school. We are aware that Stafford-

shire County Council (SCC) are looking for ways 

to save money and that the school crossing     

patrol service is one of those in jeopardy.  This 

is a matter of great concern to us and we have 

contacted SCC to express this.  Their suggestion 

at present is that communities fund their own 

patrols (trained and managed by SCC) but we will 

keep you informed of an developments.  

Christmas Fayre ña massive ôThank youõ! 

Thank you to everyone who came along and 

supported the PTAõs Christmas Fayre last  

Friday.  It was, as usual, a fantastic event 

with something for everyone!  It raised the 

amazing sum of over £2000 and once again,  

we canõt say thank you enough to the brilliant 

members of the PTA who worked tirelessly to 

set the fayre up, run the stalls and activities 

and clear up the school afterwards.  Your  

support and efforts are appreciated by every 

single child and staff member in school!  

Family First Magazine  

Edition 3 is now available to view at www.familyfirst.co.uk.  The magazine focuses on the 

health of children and family members and healthy lifestyles.  



 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas  

and a happy new year!   We look forward to 

seeing everyone back in school on Tuesday 

8th January 2019.  

Best wishes  

Mrs S Burton and Mrs L Farmer  

Staff Round Up  

¶ As you may have heard, Mrs Wilson has 

had her baby!  Demaris Wilson arrived 

safely on Monday 10 December in plenty 

of time for Christmas.  Congratulations 

and best wishes to the family from us 

all. 

¶ We are delighted to inform you that 

from January 2019 Miss Pearson will be 

taking over from Mrs Farmer as school 

SENDco (Special Educational Needs   

and Disability co -ordinator).  Miss   

Pearson will continue to work alongside 

Mrs Farmer to ensure all children with 

recognised additional needs are well 

supported and making good progress.  

50/50 Winner  

Congratulations to the December winner. 

Catherine Newstead number 20.  
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