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Coming up in school é.

The week beginning November 12™ i s 6 Nat i on
Parl i ament Week® where sch
teach key facts about our Government and what
democracy means for us in the UK. We have a lovely

selection of age appropriate activities ready for our ﬂtes for your Diary
children. Democracy and fairness are important

themes in school and as this year is 100 years since Mon 8 Oct - Reception sing - a- long
women were given the vote, we will be discussing this at 2.45pm

with the children. Thu 11 Oct - 2M parent lunch

The school council are also getting ready for National Fri 12 Oct - 2W parent lunch

Anti -Bullying week which is the same week, 12 "-16"

_ o i Thu 18 Oct - 2F parent lunch
November. To avoid the clash we are bringing this

forward to the week beginning 5 " November. The Tue§ 23 Oct T Yearl and 2

school council are meeting to plan an assembly which curriculum meeting 7pm

they will deliver to the whole school alongside Miss Wed 24 Oct - Harvest Festival

Pearson. Their ideas are being collected at present assembly at 9.15am

and Yve look forward to a.week of kindness and friend- . Thursday 25 Saiier - MellanEEn )
ship. We wi | | be cel ebrati ngD|seoV¥9L§ dsodénjnndness Day d

Tuesday 13" November and would love you to be

involved: more details on this to follow. Fri 26 Oct - InsetDay - school

closed

Mon 5 Nov - Back to school

Thu 8 Nov - parent consultations

Parent consultations

Mon 12 Nov - parent consultations
We will shortly be opening bookings for the parent

consultations on Thursday 8 November and Monday 12
November. For parents new to school, we have an Fri 7 Dec - Reception Nativity
online system which is very popular with parents, as it 2pm

enables you to select your preferred time and date. A
text is sent out to the phone number held on our
system for texting which gives a link to the simple
online booking system. We will send a text out just Wed 12 Dec - Christmas Play 2pm
before the system goes 01 iJve 2W,1S and half of 2F class t o |
out for the message with the link. The consultations
are fifteen minutes long and are a chance for you to
hear how your child is doing in school and ask any Fri 21 Dec - Sing- a- long 2.30pm

guestions you may have. k /

Fri 16 Nov - Children in Need day

Tue 11 Dec - Christmas Play 2pm
2M,1P and half of 2F class

Fri 14 Dec - Christmas Fayre

Telfl 01283 247930 Email i office@thomasrussell -infants.staffs.sch.uk / Website i www.thomasrussellinfants.co.uk
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Fun down on the Farm!

The children in Reception and Year 1 have been enjoying trips to Packington Farm over the past

couple of weeks. There was lots to see and do i den-building, leaf hunting, picnicking, searching for
frogs and milking Daisy the (pretend) cow! As always, we were very proud of all our children, but in
particular a big owell donedé goes to the Recept
first school trip! Thank you to all the parent helpers and to Packington Farm, who hosted the visit

and provided the coaches free of charge.

Year 1 and 2 Curriculum Meeting

On Tuesday 23 October at 7pm, a session will be held in the
school hall to support you when helping your child at home. Mrs
Walker, Mrs Moore and Mrs Burton will run two workshop  -style
sessions on English and Maths, as well as explaining how we will
assess your children. They will be sharing suggested activities

to do at home in order for your child to practice the skills

taught at school. There will be plenty of opportunity for you to
practice some of the activities and games we are suggesting.

For those year 2 parents who attended last year, the content

will be similar with a few additions to reflect recent changes in

school. You are very welcome to attend but please bear this in
mind.

Striding out to School

October is International Walk to School month, when parents and children are encouraged to leave

the car at home and enjoy the benefits of walking to and from school. Every year, hundreds of
thousands of pupils across the globe cel ebrate
lots more information about both the campaign and the benefits you can access by following this

link:

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/what -you-can-do/campaigns/international -walk-to -school-month

We have always encouraged parents and children to walk whenever possible 8 the health and
environment benefits are clear, as is the social benefit of a more relaxed and leisurely time to chat
with your child about their day without the added stress of driving. We appreciate that for some
families, driving is the only practical or possible option, but please consider parking ten minutes
away from school and walking the last part of your journey. Thank you.

he


https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/what-you-can-do/campaigns/international-walk-to-school-month
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Multi - Skills at the Meadowside
Our Year 2 children enjoyed a morning of fun sporting activities in Burton last Friday, as
they took part in the multi  -skills festival organised by the School Sport Partnership. This
is one of ways we are using the school &6s spprt
part in sport and other physical activity. The children were a credit to our school and had
a fantastic time!
Flu vaccines /\ /\
I n your childds book bag W %taréor?tke%e(rarll(at
regarding the childhood flu vaccination
programme. The school nurse will be coming in to
give the vaccinations fi which are delivered via a
painless nasal sprayfi in early December. Please Hin Cheung Holly Thorp
read the information carefully and, if you wish o
) Daniel Bird Eleanor Parkes
your child to have the treatment, complete and
return the form in the same envelope with your Olivia Garratt Alfie Burton
childds name on it. The] Scho cEhilaBrewsy Fredgi@Johnson Team
have requested that forms be returned as soon as Dylan Collett Mollie Edwards
possible, so can we ask that you return them by
Friday 12 October. Thank you. / \ /\

PTA Calendar Cov<eErntGadnepsetwitlilorbe col |l ect é®cfromotheu
the weekend to get yours in

able on our Facebook page.

PTA News

Hal |l oweenSDi aicght af tseprm socnh oTohlu r35"dlabyl eCacste 21500k in bogk ba
and return the slip to the PTWebaxswi hbpA3t50rpeei opi ba
volunteer with set up, help durFngWehei di sbe oregoepti dnc
Hal | oween decorations you may have and dondét need**

o§fi

PTA Meeti ngPIMé amauud efsind the PTA meeting minihey ateadhed
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Yearl - An assistance dog 0Sollyo6 came in to meet the childr
about the role of an assistance dog and the training that is involved.

en i

Maths focus

This week in maths:

Reception have been looking at the numbers 3 and 4 counting objects to match these numbers, using the Numicon

resource and forming the numbers correctly with their arms. They have also been learning to show 3 or 4 on a5 -frame
with counters and encouraged to find as many different ways as they can. The children have particularly enjoyed

watching Numberblocks looking specifically at numbers 3 and 4 which can be found here at https://www.bbc.co.uk/

cbeebies/shows/numberblocks .

Year 1 have been ordering groups of objects and numbers using the language equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most
and least. The children have been ordering these from smallest to largest and vice versa verbalising how they have
ordered them. The children have also been learning about ordinal numbers and enjoyed taking part in races to find out

who came T, 2™, 3" 4™ 5" etc. Year 1 have practised using a number line making jumps with a counter to see which
number they land on (between O -20). They have used a number line found here http://www.ictgames.com/

Year 2 have continued to concentrate on addition and subtraction. The children have been using their knowledge of
number bonds to ten to help them work out number bonds to 100 eg if 8+2=10 then 80+20=100 and used this website
http://www.ictgames.com/numberFactFighter/onlineVersion/index.html to practise. They have been adding and
subtracting ones from a given number using number tracks to complete the missing numbers. Year 2 have also been
finding 10 more and 10 less than a given number making sure that they understand that the tens digit changes each time
but the ones digit stays the same eg 24 becomes 34 when it is 10 more. The children enjoyed using this website to help
them https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning  -to-count/chopper -squad. The children have also added and subtracted
multiples of 10 from a 2 -digit number making sure they recognise what is happening to the tens digits and what happens
to the ones digit for each number sentence.

numberlineJumpMaker/index.ntml t o s how f or example 60One more than 3 or s

tart

Reminderd Sweets and Chocolate

, . . Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
It is our school policy that children

should not have sweets or chocolate in Best wishes
school. Thank you

Mrs S Burton and Mrs L Farmer
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